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HILMARTON PARISH COUNCIL - ANNUAL PARISH REPORT 2011 

Chairman

There has been much activity throughout the Parish during the past 12 months.

Work to maintain our Bridleways and Footpaths have been carried out under the direction of the Rights of Way Warden.

Our Highways engineer, Martin Cooke, has done an excellent job in dealing with our Highways issues. Always happy to meet on site and discuss a problem to achieve a positive result. (His predecessor would not even return a phone call!!). He organised the clearing of the long term blocked drain, near the Almshouses, within 3 days of meeting him on site. Kerbs have been installed at the Bushton Road junction and, after countless years of requests, the roads around Goatacre and New Zealand have been very well repaired.

Installation of the white gates at Hilmarton and Goatacre was organised in conjunction with HAGGIS.

Hilmarton Community Speed Watch has been formed to monitor vehicle speeds on the A3102 through the Village and was recently awarded a certificate in recognition of outstanding contribution to road safety in Wiltshire.

The Parish Council are closely monitoring various issues concerning the closure of RAF Lyneham and have appointed a Councillor to sit on the new Steering Board.

The play park in Hilmarton continues to receive ongoing repairs by volunteers.

Councillors regularly attend Calne Area Board meetings, Focus on Five and are currently following the issues concerning the new Localism Bill and it’s far reaching implications.

This just leaves me to thank all my fellow Councillors for their support over the past year but I think everyone will agree that special thanks must go to Jacquie, our Clerk, for managing the Parish Council business in an efficient and professional manner, making my role as Chairman much easier.

Finance
Every year internal and external auditors audit the Parish Council accounts.  Many thanks to Ken Webb for fulfilling the Internal Auditor role again this year.  Our External Auditors are Mazars from Southampton.
The precept for 2011/2012 has not been increased from last year and remains at £7700.00.  This means an average cost per household of £25.00 per annum less than 50p a week.  As we say every year, a small price to pay for living in our beautiful and forward thinking Parish. 

Planning

Over the last 12 months there have been 17 planning applications within the Parish.

13 were permitted, 3 were refused and 1 is pending a decision by Wiltshire Council (WC).

Of the above applications only 1 of the decisions made by WC differed from the recommendation of the Parish Council.

Play Park
The play park continues to be well used and enjoyed by residents and visitors.  Anita Broadhead and her son kindly painted some of the equipment in the park and will finish the other parts now the weather is nicer.  

Parish Newsletter/Website
The Parish Newsletter continues to be published monthly. The Editorial Team would like to thank all the Groups and individuals that contribute regularly items for the Newsletter.  Approximately two thirds of the newsletters are circulated by e-mail, we would really like to increase this number so if you have not yet supplied your e-mail address to the team then please contact the Parish Clerk: Jacquiehenly@aol.com.  A big thank you to Rob & Teresa at the Duke for continuing to sponsor the publication of the Neighbourhood News and last but not least the volunteers that deliver the paper copies come rain or shine every month. 

Sue Brotherwood continues to update the Parish Website – Please don’t forget to send her any news or updates for your groups. More details can be found on www.hilmarton.org   

Open Spaces

Kevin Iles Home & Garden Services have continued to look after the flower tubs as you enter the village of Hilmarton. The Gardening Club continue to look after the flower tubs by the Well House and they have looked fantastic all year round.   The effort that goes into keeping the Parish looking so good is really appreciated.    

Highways

The Wiltshire Council (WC) Parish Steward Scheme still appears to be working successfully.  If you notice anything that needs attention (hedges overgrowing the highways or pavements, grit bins that need refilling or pot holes etc) then please inform the Parish Councillor in your area or you can phone Clarence directly on free phone 0800 23 23 23.

A number of large pot holes throughout the Parish have been attended to this year, especially those in Goatacre and Newzealand that we have been constantly reminding WC of over the last few years.  Martin Cook the Wiltshire Councillor Highways Engineer has played a big part in all the improvements made around the Parish, including the curbing work carried out on the Bushton road. 

Another thing we remind residents of each year is please be considerate when parking your vehicles.  Remember it is an offence to park on pavements as this causes an obstruction. Similarly parking on corners is dangerous and can also be an offence that could attract a parking fine.  

Parish Councillors Contact Details

Richard Broadhead    -     760555 

Jeff Files                  -     760336
John Henly                 -     760401

Helen Hodgkinson       -     760167   

Marion Jeary             -     760689

Richard Keevil            -     760639

Chris Masin-Lee         -     760684 

Jasmine McFadzean   -     760611

Edward Peckham        -     760366  

Geoff Procter            -     760312    
Mel Wilkins                -     760572
Clerk to the Parish Council:  Mrs J Henly   Tel: 01249 760401    E-mail: Jacquiehenly@aol.com
Chairman: Mr M Wilkins 
