Minutes of a Hilmarton Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 13th April 2011 in Hilmarton Community Room starting at 8.00pm

Those Present

Cllrs M Wilkins, J Henly, J McFadzean, J Files, E Peckham, R Keevil and M Jeary 
Cllr Christine Crisp

Clerk: Jacquie Henly


Item 1 – Apologies for absence
1.1  Apologies were received from Cllrs: Procter, Hodgkinson and Mastin-Lee. 

Item 2 – Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda

2.1  Cllr Wilkins declared an interest in item 6c of the Agenda – quotes for the refurbishment of the bus shelter at Goatacre.  Wilkins Builders had submitted a quote for consideration.


Item 3 – Minutes of the last Meeting

3.1  Minutes from the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st February  and the Planning Meeting held on Tuesday 1st March were approved as correct by all members present and signed by the Chairman.


Item 4 – Clerks Report
1. Chased Wilkins Builders for quote for bus shelter at Goatacre
2. Responded to Planning Applications discussed at the March Meeting
3. Wrote a letter to Hilmarton Parish Heritage Society supporting a Community History Project.

This was after obtaining a majority confirmation of support for the project from Parish Councillors by e-mail.
4. Scanned a letter from Mr Tonge and sent to Cllrs Procter and Broadhead regarding the decision not to reduce the speed limit to 30mph through Gaatacre and Hilmarton.
5. Updated the Parish Council Welcome Leaflet with Cllr Procter.
6.  Circulated 3 quotes for the refurbishment of the bus shelter at Goatacre to Councillors for consideration.

7.  Reported Water leak to Clarence in Goatacre Lane outside of Nursing Home.
8.  Circulated response from Martin Cook re the above (7) to all Councillors 

9.  Passed on the Playground Inspection report to Chairman.  The Chairman has checked the items that need attention but nothing is urgent.
10. Displayed notice re AV referendum
11. Received lots of conflicting advice regarding Clerks employment status re PAYE and NI – finally was advised by HMRC that Hilmarton Parish Council can continue as they are with a Self Employed Clerk the Parish Council just have to fill in a P46 each year.

12. Requested an electronic version of proposed changes to bus services to distribute to Councillors and then circulated.
13. Passed on comments from the February Planning Meeting to WC Planning Department.

14. Started to Prepare Annual Accounts ready for Internal Audit.
Item 5 – Correspondence
5.1  No correspondence was requested from the list previously circulated to members. 

Item 6 – Finance

6.1 Account balances inclusive of all cheques written and deposits made up to end of January 2011 Current Account £200.12 Deposit Account £7694.97.

6.2 Cheque number 200231 Cancelled
6.3  Cheque number 200232 for £856.08 paid to J Henly for Clerks salary and expenses.
6.4  The 3 quotes received for the refurbishment of the bus shelter were didcussed and considered.

It was proposed by Cllr Peckham and seconded by Cllr Jeary that we ask Daylan Gleed to carry out the work. This was agreed by all members present.


Items 7 – Localism Bill
7.1  Cllrs Wilkins, Jeary, McFadzean and Masten-Lee all atteneded the presentation on the Localism Bill.  Cllr McFadzean gave a brief summary of the meeting.  Some interesting points were raised but the conclusion was that this is still in the early stages of consultation and things are changing all the time.  It will not be until the bill is near fianalisation that we will know just what effect it will have on our Parish Council.

One thing that is fairly certain is that the Parish Council will need to produce a Parish Plan – This is different to the one that was produced a few years ago.

The Speedwatch at Hilmarton was identified in the meeting as an example of Community Action approved and supported by the Council and the Police.

Cllr Crisp said that the Regional Spacial Strategy would no longer apply which means there would not be so much develeopment.  Clly Peckham challenged this as he understood the the bill was encouranging development and this had been confirmed at the meeting.  


Item 8 – Lyneham Steering Group Meeting

8.1  Cllr Files was asked to give an update on the meeting he attended regarding the closure of RAF Lyneham.

He circulated copies of minutes from the meeting and along with issues and actions arising from the meeting to members present.  The Clerk will keep a copy with the Parish Council Minutes.

Item 9 – The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge
9.1  It was agreed this was to be made an agenda item for the next meeting.  In the meantime Cllr Files agreed to find out more information and circulate to members. 

9.2  The issue of there being no play park in Goatacre was raised again.  Members were reminded that the Parish Council had tried to source land at the same time as the play park project in Hilmarton commenced but no suitable site could be sourced. 

Item 10 – Planning
10.1  An update on previous planning applications had previously been circulated to Parish Councillors.

Item 11 – Exchange of Information

11.1 Cllr Henly had noticed that the tree protectors surrounding the trees outside of the Church needed restoring.  

11.2  Cllr Peckham reported that Wiltshire Council were in the process of filling potholes and resurfacing the roads in New Zealand and Goatacre.  This work has been long awaited and Cllr Peckham said a really good job was being done.

11.3  Cllr Keevil reported a nasty accident had occurred on the Bushton Road.  Cllr McFadzean confirmed this and reported that there had been no fatalities. 

11.4 Cllr Files reported that he had noticed a number of new signs and stiles had been replaced on the footpaths in the parish,  The Clerk confirmed that Wiltshire Council Rights of Way wardens were checking all bridleways and footpaths in the Parish and carrying out any necessary work.

11.5  Cllr Jeary raised the issue of residents parking on the pavements especially in Compton Road.  She has spoken to the police and confirmed this is an offence.  She will be contacting the police again to make a formal complaint against the culprits.
11.6 Cllr Wilkins reported that 2 meetings had been held regarding the organisation of a Summer Street Party on Saturday 3rd September time would be 2pm until late.  It is planned to get permission to close the road for 24hours.  There will be a Victorian Theme with events organised throughout the day.

Cllr Wilkins asked if the Parish Council would consider a non-refundable float of £200 - £300 to be made available for the event.  This will be made an agenda item for the next meeting.

11.7 Cllr Crisp informed the meeting that Hilmarton Primary School were short of Governors both Local Authority and Community Governors.  

Item 12 – Date of the next meetings
12.1  The date for the next Parish Council meeting is Tuesday 3rd May at 8.00pm this is the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.  There will be a Planning Meeting at 6.00pm on Tuesday 7th June.  All meetings are held in Hilmarton Community Room at the School Community Hall.

Item 9- - Close of the Meeting

9.1  The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm. 

Signed ……………………………………………....................................  Date …………………………………..              
